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VIRTUAL BETER MATRIX
THE CONTINUING STORY

THE COSMIC DIRECTORY ISSUE 03 / TOPIC 1
FUTURE

1. MORE THAN ONE CIVILISATION

Axiom A3 gives VBM many intelligent civilisations.
It does not specify where they are, what they want
or whether Earth can reach them.

2. A LOCATION IS AN ADDRESS

An atlas can run from a group of galaxies to one
galaxy, a stellar region, a system and a station.
This is navigation, not a chain of command.

3. ONE SYSTEM, MANY LOYALTIES

Two stations around one star may belong to
different communities. One alliance may span
many systems without owning the space between
them.

4. LIVING WORLDS

A biological civilisation need not resemble
humanity. Its physiology does not, by itself, tell us
its politics or moral character.

5. MANUFACTURED CARRIERS

Non-biological communities may inhabit
machines, factories or distributed infrastructure. A
humanoid body is only one possible interface.

6. MIXED FORMS

A network can contain several kinds of bodies and
intelligence. Our Earth-based F1–F4 labels are
questions, not a universal alien taxonomy.

7. OLD IS NOT OMNISCIENT

An ancient network may preserve culture rather than expand. Age alone is not
a multiplier of every ability or a guarantee of benevolence.

8. TWO MAPS AT ONCE

Keep the spatial directory separate from the political network. A higher folder
never automatically means a higher ruler.

Where is it? And who can decide there?
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VIRTUAL BETER MATRIX
THE CONTINUING STORY

DISTANCE CHANGES POWER ISSUE 03 / TOPIC 2
NO FTL

1. A SLOWER CONVERSATION

The base VBM branch does not add
faster-than-light messaging. Greater computing
power cannot remove the chosen communication
limit.

2. A SIMPLE EXAMPLE

For a chosen distance of 1,000 light-years, a direct
light-speed message takes 1,000 years each way.
The earliest reply takes 2,000 years.

3. LOCAL DECISIONS

A distant outpost must act before headquarters
can reply. Its mandate needs principles and limits
rather than instructions for every movement.

4. AN ENVOY’S MANDATE

A local representative can speak for a distant
community only within an agreed scope. A
convincing voice is not unlimited authority.

Which decisions are yours to make?

5. FOUR DIFFERENT LINKS

Origin, service, mandate and alliance answer
different questions. Creating an entity does not
establish permanent ownership of its choices.

6. A FEDERATION OF TRADITIONS

A shared name may survive after everyday central
control disappears. A galactic civilisation can be a
cultural lineage rather than a single government.

7. NO EFFORTLESS SHORTCUT

Instant control across the stars would require a new fictional rule. This volume
keeps that rule outside its base scenario.

8. THE MAP GROWS OLDER

By the time a message arrives, its authors and agreements may have changed.
Authentic origin and current authority must be tested separately.

The message is genuine. Is its mandate still alive?
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VIRTUAL BETER MATRIX
THE CONTINUING STORY

A MESSAGE, NOT AN ORDER ISSUE 03 / TOPIC 3
FAR BEYOND 2100

1. THREE KINDS OF CONTACT

A library without its authors. A local envoy. A
network with several voices. None automatically
reveals a ruler of the universe.

2. A TRANSLATION KEY

In one distant-future branch, a Helix outpost
receives a package containing an agreement and a
partial key to its meaning.

3. THE OPENING SENTENCE

The first intelligible statement is a warning about
time. It identifies a document, not a present-day
command.

This is a copy of an agreement. Its
original signatories may no longer exist.

4. ANOTHER MIRA

This Mira belongs to a documented archive
lineage. She is not assumed to be the unchanged
person who spoke in the year 2026.

5. MEANING IS NOT OBVIOUS

Even a decoded sentence may be a description,
quotation or request. Technical translation does
not settle political interpretation.

6. THE OLD LESSON

The archive crisis offers a useful distinction: a
record may be authentic yet lack authority over
the present.

Which living communities still recognise
this agreement?

7. A LIMITED REPLY

The outpost asks about participating nodes, responsibilities and local choices.
It does not surrender its mandate to an unknown sender.

8. NO COSMIC REFEREE

Contact may lead to learning, partnership or dispute. No superior being arrives
to settle every question for everyone.

A wider world. The same need for consent.
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